
Running a star tup and wondering, "Do we really need ISO
27001?" You're not alone.

Here's the deal: Security compliance isn't just paperwork. it 's your
ticket to credibility ,  faster deals ,  and  fewer security questions
from future par tners .  Use this quick, smart checklist to see if ISO
27001 is essential for your star tup. Check the boxes that apply to
you and find out fast!

Explore our in-depth ar ticle:
ISO 27001: What It Is and Who Would Need It?

Does Your Startup
Need ISO 27001? 
A COMPREHENSIVE CHECKLIST
FOR GROWING STARTUPS

https://www.smartly.rocks/
https://www.smartly.rocks/
https://www.smartly.rocks/
https://www.smartly.rocks/articles/iso-27001


REGULATED SECTORS

Are you operating in an
industry with strict data
protection regulations
(finance, healthcare, etc.)? 

Note: While ISO 27001 is not interchangeable with all compliance frameworks, it
provides a strong foundation that can help you scale up to them later on. 

COMPLIANCE INQUIR IES

DATA BREACH PREVENTION

SECURIT Y  STRUCTURE NEEDED

SECURIT Y  ASSESSMENTS

ENTERPRISE  CL IENT GOALS

HANDLING SENSIT IVE  DATA
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Are you looking to ramp up
enterprise customer
acquisitions internationally?

Do you handle high volumes of
sensitive information (financial
records, customers data,
employee records, etc) ?
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CHECKLIST

Have your clients or
partners inquired about
your ISO certification? 

Are security questionnaires from
clients becoming increasingly
complex and slowing down your
sales?

Do you genuinely want to employ
proactive security practices in your
company?

Note: Proactive security measures are actions you take before an incident
happens, to reduce the likelihood or impact of a security breach.

Have you experienced a data
breach recently?
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Immediate Action

Future Consideration

If you checked off ANY of Boxes 1, 2 and 3: 

You need to take immediate action in
pursuing ISO 27001.

Ready to Check Your Results?

Your business is facing high demands
for security compliance. 
Not being compliant is blocking your
sales and preventing growth!

If you checked off ANY of Boxes 4, 5, 6 and 7:

You should consider pursuing ISO 27001.

Your business is handling sensitive
data and facing increased demands
for information security. 

No Need Right Now

If you did not check any of our boxes:

You don’t need to do ISO 27001 right now.

Your business only processes low‑risk
data and has minimal security
requirements.

Check out our other articles on ISO 27001 and Compliance:
ISO 27001 Compliance: What It Is, the Costs, and the
Opportunities for Your Startup
ISO 27001 for Startups: From Cost Center to Competitive Edge
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BOOK DEMOBOOK DEMO

Make Your  Compl iance Journey a 
No-Brainer  with Smar t ly  Now!

Implementing ISO 27001
doesn't have to be an
overwhelming task. 
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